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A Farewell Tribute to
Shashi Assanand, VLMFSS retiring Executive Director and Founder
A Warm Welcome to
Maria Socorro Mangila-Nguyen, ad-interim Executive Director
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Exploring the Benefits of Culture-Specific Services for Immigrant and Refugees
Families in our Communities– Victims and Survivors of Crime Week 2018
On May 29th, our agency hosted a free information session featuring keynote Speaker Alden Habacon, one of
Canada’s leading diversity and inclusion strategists, and two panel presentations by Amandeep Gill, (Victim
Services Coordinator, BRCMP), lawyer Adina Popescu, Mariana Martinez Vieyra (Clinical Supervisor at VAST,
Coordinator Refugee Mental Health), lawyer Vandana Sood, Mary Kam, Program Director at Rise Women’s
Centre and Sherman Chan (MOSAIC). The event, held at Burnaby’s Firefighters and Banquet Hall, was attended by over 150 service providers and general public. Vera Jones, of the Indian Residential School Survivors Society, offered the Opening Prayer. Welcome and introductions were graciously delivered by Vidya Sharma,
VLMFSS BOD Member, Shashi Assanand, Executive Director and Founder and Maria Socorro Mangila-Nguyen,
Ad-interim Executive Director.
Ana Vilma Gomez, our Spanish-speaking Worker, organized
The event with the help of VLMFSS staff, volunteers and
practicum students.
Left: Shashi Assanand and Alden Habacon. Right: VLMFSS Staff, BOD members.
(Photos by Nozima Isakova)
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Changing Lives: A Legacy of Fighting to End Family Violence
After four decades of tireless activity to help women and children impacted by family violence, Shashi Assanand, our Executive Director and Founder, will be retiring in August. A
Registered Social Worker, Shashi came to Canada in the 1970s, as a refugee from Uganda’s
Idi Amin’s brutal dictatorship. In 1991, she established VLMFSS, a non-profit organization
providing culturally and linguistically sensitive services to immigrant, visible minority, refugee and no-status women and children in situations of family violence. The new agency allowed women to receive help from bi-lingual, bi-cultural workers who understood their cultural issues and eventual barriers. The agency, a trailblazer in its own field, grew during the
years and expanded its services. Shashi, who has done extensive research and published a
body of work on various women and family related subjects, has received many awards and
enjoys a widespread recognition for her contribution in making Canada a more compassionate society. VLMFSS Staff wishes her to fully enjoy her happy , active and fruitful retirement
years.

VLMFSS Welcomes Maria Socorro-Mangila Nguyen, interim Executive Director
Maria Socorro Nguyen, RSW, MSW, is now at the helm of our agency. Born in the Philippines, she arrived in Canada in 1987. She is a transformative social worker with an MA from
UBC. She has extensive experience in leadership roles working with diverse populations, including new immigrant and refugee families and youth, Aboriginal first-time parents, community-based organizations and government agencies. She has worked with ISS, MOSAIC,
the Centre for Counselling & Community Safety at the Justice Institute of BC, Vancouver
Coastal Health and volunteered with a number of other local organizations. Maria is currently enrolled in a PhD program in social work at the University of Calgary. (excerpt from BOD
member Iglika Ivanova’s message to our staff)
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The Time Has Come to Take My Final Bow…..
It took me a lot of soul searching before I could make a final
decision about retiring from my 25-years service as Volunteers’ Coordinator at VLMFSS. Eventually, I realized that the
time had come to start a new chapter in my life. I am retiring
on June 30th, 2018. I won’t sit idle: I plan to further develop
my life-long activity as a writer and cultural activist.
In my work at the agency, I met many women and men from
diverse cultures and professional backgrounds. Each of these
people had something to give, something unique that would
enrich me both as a worker and as a human being. I took part
in many challenging interagency projects with other social services professionals. This helped me to better understand my own immigrant journey.
The volunteers, the practicum students and the many women who participated in the
courses and workshops that I delivered, often expressed gratitude for the inspiration
and knowledge they had gained. I can only say that we walked together on our path
to self-knowledge and hope.
My co-workers , the old and the new, but especially “VLMFSS pioneer generation”
shared with me many years of fruitful work and we supported each other during life
events. I wish them all a happy and productive future.
Anna Foschi, Volunteers’ Coordinator
(Photo by Francesca Foschi Mitchell)
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Recent news
Welcome to our new part-time contract workers: Lydia Gan, Chinese Support Worker,
Elena Nikolaidis, East European Support Worker, Nozima Isakova, Administrative Support Worker.
Our Staff representatives regularly participate in the orientation information session
for senior Law students at Rise Women’s Legal Centre.
Our staff is available for anti-violence presentations to professionals and institutions
working with immigrant families. Call 604-436-1025 to book a free presentation.

Groups At Our Agency (Call 604-436 1025 for more info)


Seniors’ Group: last Thursday of the month, 11:30am-2:30pm.



South Asian Women Group: every second Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM


Moms and Tots Emotional Intelligence Workshop, every Monday, 10am-12pm.
 Children Educational Summer Camps: July 09 to August 17th. For
info and registration: ramzia.d@vlmfss.ca or cathyl@vlmfss.ca
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More images from the Victim and Survivors of Crime Week 2018 event
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Top: VLMFSS staff and volunteers.
Second row: Our staff at reception desk, group photo
Left: Tina Huyen, Vietnamese Worker, and Ana Vilma Gomez,
Spanish-speaking Worker and event coordinator.

(Photo courtesy of Ana Vilma Gomez)
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